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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 10th
Joint Meeting with KGCSA 

Heritage Park Golf Course

May 15th -21st
Advent Health Championship

Blue Hills Country Club
Volunteers Needed!

June 5th
S&R Tournament

Mission Hills County Club

September 21st
Vendor Appreciation 

Sunflower Hills Golf Course

October 16th - 17th
Fall Out Tournament 

Old Kinderhook & Lake Valley Golf Courses

October 30th 
Battle of the Heart Tournament

Blue Hills Country Club

November 8th
Annual Meeting

The 180 Room

November 13th
Equipment Managers Program 

Overland Park Golf Course

Heart of America GCSAA
10100 N Ambassador Dr
Kansas City, MO 64153

(816)-561-5323
www.hagcsa.org

Website | www.hagcsa.org 
Twitter | @hagcsa

Facebook | Heart of America GCSAA

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Title Sponsor:

https://web.hagcsa.org/events/SCHOLARSHIP-and-RESEARCH-TOURNAMENT-7089/details


President’s Message 
Dear Heart Members,

• The word I always come back to for this year has been “adapting”. HAGCSA will come across several issues 
this year that the board will have to adapt to and create a great education and networking experience for our 
members. One issue that is currently being discussed is the future of the Common Ground and how it will look 
going forward. MAGIC has came to us and stated they will be providing recertification all in one day. The next 
issue has been a Declining MO Cup Challenge event hosted at the Lake of the Ozarks. The board is aware of all 
these challenges and we are doing our best to adapt and come out on top! 

• I want to thank all the members that came out to Harris Park on March 16th and helped Chris and his facility 
come back to life. Aaron Stansbury did an amazing job setting this community service project up and HAGCSA 
members did an outstanding job lending a hand.

• I was able to attend this year’s Chapter Symposium at GCSAA Headquarters. Over 20 Chapters were 
represented at the symposium, and several new ideas and challenges were brought up during the two-day 
program. Adapting to the world after COVID has been challenging for Chapters throughout the country 
and doing the same old thing has not been the answer. I continue to challenge our board to bring new 
ideas to the table. 

• I hope to see everyone make it to this year’s Joint Event with KGCSAA at Heritage Golf Course on May 10th. 
Our relationship with nearby Chapters will always be important with joint support for GCSAA. If you follow 
Ethan Shamet on Twitter, you know that he has taken the Poa Cure program on full throttle. This is a great time 
to come out and ask questions about the program and see for yourself the changes he has made. 
Thank you, Ethan, for hosting this event!

• Don’t forget to sign up for the 2023 HAGCSA Scholarship and Research Tournament hosted by Justin Hunt 
at Mission Hills Country Club on June 5th. We will see you there!

Thank you,

Jonathan Bennett
HAGCSA President
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Scholarship & Research Tournament 

 
Date:   Monday, June 5, 2023 
 
Location:  Mission Hills Country Club 
                  5400 Mission Dr. 
                  Shawnee Mission, KS 66208   
 
Host Superintendent:  Justin Hunt 
 
Schedule:   7:30am – Registration 
                    9:00am – Shotgun 
                   10:30am – Lunch (at the turn) 
                   1:30pm – LIVE Auction 
                                   Appetizers / Awards 
                                   Scholarship Presentations 
 
Format:  Four-person scramble  

 
Cost:  $900 per team; $250 per single 
           (includes:  golf, lunch, beverages on the course, reception, skins game,    
           Gary Woodland Hole, Hole in One Opportunity, and four mulligans per team) 
 
GAMES/CONTESTS (Included in cost) 
✓ Skins - Half the pot goes to the skins winner, the other half goes to the Fund.  
✓ Gary Woodland Hole - Your team is given a 350+ yard drive. – Hole #18 
✓ Hole in One Opportunity - You receive a hole-in-one if anyone in your group lands on the green. – Hole #3 
✓ Mulligans - One mulligan per player / four per team (no tickets; honor system) 

 
Dress Code:  Country Club Attire - Collared Shirt, Soft Spikes and No Jeans/Cargo Pants.  NO Hats in Clubhouse. 
 

Reservation Deadline:  Monday, May 29, 2023 
  

 
 
 
 
 
             
 

 

~  S&R Mission Statement  ~ 
"Organize and generate the financial means to enrich the game of golf 

through funding regionally based research and scholarship to qualified applicants." 

Heart of America Golf Course Superintendents Association 
P.O. Box 419264  .  Kansas City  .  Missouri  .  64141  .  816-561-5323  .  816-561-1991/fax  .  www.hagcsa.org  .  kweitzel@naeda.com 

POLICIES: 
No Onsite Payments.  
Refund Policy:  Full refund with a 72 “business” hour notice.  No refund within 72 hours of event.  “No Shows” will be billed.  
Cancellation Policy: The Heart of America GCSA reserves the right to cancel any event not meeting the minimum requirements.  
 

REGISTER ONLINE AT:   
https://web.hagcsa.org/events/SCHOLARSHIP-and-RESEARCH-TOURNAMENT-7089/details 

                   
 

$$ BRING CASH $$ 
(2 Opportunities) 

 
• 50/50 Pot – Registration Desk ($1 per ticket) 

                     Half to Winner; Half to S&R Fund 
• 50/50 Pot – Hole #14/Closet to the Pin ($10 per player) 

                      Half to Winner; Half to KSU Turf Club  

CARPOOLING 
RECOMMENDED 

 

 

TITLE SPONSOR
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HARRIS PARK MAINTENANCE DAY
A huge thank you to all the volunteers of time, labor, and equipment used at the Harris Park Maintenance Day 
event, on March 16th, 2023. The day turned out to be a tremendous success despite the “up in the air call” on the 
weather. Rain and dropping temperatures were forecasted, but volunteers came together to accomplish most of 
our tasks in the window we were given. To avoid implications with weather, chemical applications to clean-up 
fairways and pre-emergent for the rough were applied several days in advance. 

The day of the event was focused on cleaning, tilling, re-planting, and mulching the landscape beds on property. 
Plants and bedding material were generously donated by SiteOne Landscape Supply. Once the delivery arrived, 
volunteers wasted no time unloading the truck and getting right to work. The transition of the landscape beds 
after two hours of work was like night and day. After working up an appetite, the group was provided with 
barbecue sandwiches and beverages donated from Van Wall Equipment and Chris Harris. 

Once again, a special thanks to all those that helped make this event come together so well. Chris was extremely 
excited about the results and the visual impact it will have on his community. We look forward to having a close 
relationship with Chris and Harris Park in the future. 
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KEEP TURF HYDRATED WITH AQUATROLS

Aquatrols has built a global reputation for innovation, reliability and value by delivering the 
results you need to achieve success. Now, more than ever, making the best use of water and 

other resources is essential – and Aquatrols is leading the way.

Learn more about our latest products at: 
AQUATROLS.COM/HYDRATION

Dan McCann
SW Territory Manager

dmccann@aquatrols.com
(210) 854 -1130
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    ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT SPOTLIGHT

    AUSTIN POTEET 

    KANSAS CITY COUNTRY CLUB
 
    Q&A

Q1- What’s your title, golf course name, and how long have you worked there?
A1: I am in my 3rd season as an assistant superintendent at The Kansas City Country Club.

Q2- What was the moment that got you into turf? 
A2: I started working at a golf course when I was 15 years old under Pat Rose. He made it super-exciting every 
day and I knew from then on that this was what I wanted to do with my career. I studied Environmental Science at 
Tusculum University. I completed three internships while in school. The first two years were at Seawane Golf Club 
in Hewlett Harbor, Long Island, New York. The second was at The Polo Club Of Boca Raton.

Q3- What hobbies do you have outside of golf?
A3: My biggest hobby is playing with my dog Buddy. I also like to play lacrosse, baseball, football, 
and sand volleyball.

Q4- How has your transition of course management been? Have you had to adapt in any way?
A4: KCCC is my first assistant position. I graduated in May of 2021 and then moved out here the same month! 
There was definitely a learning curve but I just had to gain confidence in myself and ask a lot of questions. 
It was a humbling transition and I have the best teammates in the office to help steer me in the right direction.

Q5- What are your professional goals? 
A5: One of my goals has been to participate in a golf course renovation. Hopefully, I’ll get the chance to 
accomplish this while I’m at KCCC. One day I’d like to become a superintendent... Maybe somewhere closer to 
home (Tennessee) so I can spend more time with my family. I don’t have a timeframe in mind and I have a lot 
more to learn before seeking a position like that.

Q6- What are you doing after your last shift of Member Guest? 
A6: I’m going home to my dog! Maybe I’ll stop along the way home for a bite to eat and a little celebration with our 
other assistants.

Q7- Favorite part of your job?
A7: My favorite part is being able to teach something new. It’s easy to forget that not everyone knows how to use 
basic tool like a blower. For many of us it’s second nature, but to a lot of people this is a foreign thing.
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Have You 
Changed Your: 

•Job

•Phone #

•Address

Report All Changes
To Stay Connected

To Make Changes Contact:
Kim Weitzel  

(816)-561-5323
kweitzel@Naeda.com



HEARTBEAT MAY 2023

12

TONY’S TEASERS (2)
a^2 + b^2 = c^2) (HINT: More popular than Cart Path Only!) 

We did this many years ago and we are bringing it back.
A riddle for each issue. 

For each right answer – the receipient will be 
entered into a $350 gift card drawing. 

Must be present at the Common Ground 
Conference to win.

 
We’ll list the winner in the next issue.

Entries to be sent to Andy Klein, Co-editor:  
andy.klein@vanwall.com

N R-
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   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dual Membership Requirement:
All Class A and Class B Membership applicants must submit an application formembership or evidence of membership with the 
Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA Membership #) and must maintain that membership thereafter.

I hereby make application for membership in the Heart of America Golf Course Superintendents Association and attach herewith my dues for the current year.
If accepted, I agree to uphold the by-laws of this Association and subscribe to the following code of ethics. To the end that confidence and respect may be enjoyed by 
members of our Association, the code of ethics is promulagted and observation of its provisons required. 

 •Every member shall take pride in his/her work and regard it as a profession in which all members strive to maintain its good name. 
 •Realizing that the best asset that a member can have is thorough knowledge of his/her business, he/she shall constantly  try to improve his/her knowledge 
 and effectiveness by freely exchanging experiences and ideas with fellow members and take advantage of all opportunities for improvement. 
 •He/she shall endeavor to maintain courteous relations with his/her employer and his/her associates and endeavor to have his/her employees take pride in   
 doing their work well. 
 •In accomplishing his/her own and the Association’s best interest, observance of the following suggestions are recommended. 
  Seeking Employment: 1. Seek counsel of local associations when applying for a position in a new district; 2. Recommend only qualified GCSAA 
  members; 3. Ascertain the wage scale in district in which you are seeking employment, then uphold that talk with the person who last held or now 
  hold the posistion of Golf Course Superintendent.
  Visiting: 1. Announce your HAGCSA or GCSAA membership when visiting; 2. Always contact the Superintendent of the course you are visiting; 
  3. Honor requests for technical help from golf courses only when channeled through the superintendent of the course making the request. 

Communication Consent: I agree to receive notices, advertisements, announcements, brochures, and other information from Heart of America Golf Course 
Superintendents of America via facsimile, telephone or e-mail. I further agree that my express permission to fax, telephone or e-mail me such notices and other 
information will continue and have no date expiration, unless a written request is received indicating a change in permission. 
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kweitzel@Naeda.com
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